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Being Thankful Saints 

 

The word Halloween comes from “All Hallows Eve”, or 

the evening before All Saints Day.  The Angels and 

Devils, the Ballerinas and Zombies that come to our 

front doors asking for candy evolved out the ancient 

knowledge of the battle of good vs. evil and how it plays out every 

day.  For one evening, our medieval forebears dressed up as players 

in this cosmic battle and all sorts of evil creatures wreaked havoc.  

But, as the sun rises on Nov. 1st, All Saints Day, the victory is clear.  The ghosts, ghouls 

and demons retreat into the darkness and Goodness reigns. 

 We celebrate two days of this victory.  All Saints Day commemorates the “Big S” 
Saints—those people named in the bible or whose lives and actions have given them 
long-lasting renown.  All Souls Day or “The Feast of All the Faithful Departed” on Nov. 
2nd celebrates all those “little s” saints of God who lived, toiled, loved God and are now 
reunited with God in his heavenly glory.  
  

Through it all, we are thankful.  We cap off these 

celebrations of people with Thanksgiving.  We give 

thanks for 

 The bounty, blessings and richness in our lives 

 The people who have gone before us—Saints and 

saints—lighting our paths and giving us so many 

examples of courage, love and faithfulness. 

We are all saints, beloved children of God, living lives of thankfulness we are called to 

do everything we can to show God’s love in the world. 

We are all saints, beloved children of God, living lives of thankfulness we are called to 

do everything we can to show God’s love in the world. 

With gratitude and thanksgiving for the people of St. James, 

Your sister in Christ, 

Mother Bonnie+ 


